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Nine Years :
Transformation in

Uttar Pradesh

RISHI KUMAR SHARMA

As Uttar Pradesh completes nine years under the present government,
the occasion provides an opportunity to reflect on the state's
remarkable journey of development and transformation. Over the past
nine years, Uttar Pradesh has emerged as a key driver of India's growth
through improvements in infrastructure, governance, investment, and
public service delivery.

The expansion of expressways, airports, industrial corridors, and metro
networks has significantly improved connectivity and strengthened the
state's economic foundation. Major initiatives such as the Defence
Industrial Corridor and One District One Product (ODOP) have
encouraged industrial growth, promoted local entrepreneurship, and
generated employment opportunities.

Investment-friendly policies and large-scale investor summits have
helped attract businesses from across the country and abroad,
supporting the state's vision of becoming a one-trillion-dollar
economy. At the same time, efforts to improve law and order, digital
governance, healthcare, housing, sanitation, and welfare services have
enhanced the quality of life for millions of citizens.

Uttar Pradesh has also successfully leveraged its rich cultural and
spiritual heritage. The development of destinations such as Ayodhya,
Kashi, Mathura, and Prayagraj has boosted tourism while strengthening
the state's cultural identity.

While challenges related to employment, education, healthcare, and
sustainable development remain, the progress achieved over the last
nine years has laid a strong foundation for future growth. The journey
reflects a commitment to building a prosperous, inclusive, and globally
competitive Uttar Pradesh.
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The Yogi Model  
of Governance 

Discipline, Delivery and Development

Uttar Pradesh has traditionally been judged through the weight of its 
contradictions. India’s most populous state possesses enormous 
political influence, a vast labour force, fertile agricultural land, 
major religious and cultural centres and a market larger than that 
of many countries. Yet for decades, these natural advantages were 
accompanied by a very different narrative: weak law and order, 
inadequate infrastructure, bureaucratic delays, uneven develop-
ment, limited industrial confidence and the perception that the 
state’s size itself had made effective governance almost impossible.  

The administration led by Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath has 
attempted to challenge precisely this assumption. Its governing 
approach, often described as the “Yogi Model”, is built around a 
straightforward proposition: development cannot be separated from 
discipline, public policy cannot succeed without effective delivery, 
and a government cannot attract investment or create confidence 
unless the state itself demonstrates administrative capacity. 
Whether one agrees with every political decision of the government 
or not, the broader transformation in the language and priorities of 
governance in Uttar Pradesh deserves serious examination. The 
model is not based on the claim that every problem has been 
solved. That would be politically convenient but intellectually dis-
honest. 

 Rather, its significance lies in changing the operating framework of 
the state and placing administrative control, infrastructure, invest-
ment, welfare delivery and measurable outcomes at the centre of 
governance. The first pillar of this approach is discipline. In the 
context of Uttar Pradesh, discipline does not merely mean strict 
policing. It refers to the attempt to create an administration in 
which government decisions are followed by implementation, offi-
cials are expected to meet targets and the state projects a clearer 
sense of authority.  
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Breaking the Chain: The Yogi Government’s 
New Offensive Against the Fake Drug Trade

Fake medicines are not an ordinary 
crime. They are a direct assault on pub-
lic health, a betrayal of patients and a 
dangerous abuse of trust. When a per-
son buys medicine, particularly for a 
serious illness, there is an expectation 
that the product inside the packet is 
genuine, safe and capable of doing what 
the label promises. A counterfeit drug 
destroys that basic trust. In the worst 
cases, it can delay treatment, worsen a 
patient's condition and put lives at risk. 
This is why the recent crackdown by 
the Uttar Pradesh government on an 
alleged organised network involved in 

fake and counterfeit medicines deserves 
to be viewed as more than another rou-
tine enforcement operation. According 
to the reported investigation, the Food 
Safety and Drug Administration, or 
FSDA, has pursued not only the seizure 
of suspicious medicines but also the 
alleged financial and logistical machin-
ery behind their movement, including 
fake billing, cross-billing and pur-
portedly false transactions. Six FIRs 
had been registered by the end of July, 
signalling a broader attempt to investi-
gate and disrupt the network rather 
than merely remove one consignment 

from the market. The importance of this 
approach lies in one simple fact: crim-
inal networks do not survive because of 
a single warehouse, one dealer or one 
consignment. They survive through 
systems. A fake medicine has to be 
manufactured or sourced, transported, 
given a paper trail, moved through dis-
tributors and eventually introduced into 
the market in a way that makes it 
appear legitimate. If enforcement 
agencies stop only at the point of sei-
zure, the people and mechanisms 
behind the supply chain can simply 
rebuild elsewhere.  
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The reported Uttar Pradesh operation 

appears to recognise this problem by 
focusing on the chain itself. That is 
where the real battle lies. The investiga-
tion reportedly found alleged cross-bil-
ling among several firms without actual 
drug supply, while physical verification 
at locations connected with transactions 
allegedly revealed the absence of the 
drug stock that the paperwork sug-
gested had been purchased or sold. The 
authorities also examined discrepancies 
in the reported pricing of a branded 
antibiotic and sought verification from 
a distributor that reportedly denied 
making the sale shown in the records. 
These details are significant because 
they illustrate how counterfeit networks 
can allegedly exploit paperwork to 
create an appearance of legitimacy. 

The Yogi Adityanath government's stron-
gest message through this campaign is 
therefore not simply that fake medicines 
will be seized. It is that those accused of 
building the commercial infrastructure 
around such trade can also come under 
scrutiny. This distinction matters. Raids 
make headlines, but sustained investi-
gations determine whether a network is 
actually weakened. A seizure may 
remove a dangerous product from cir-
culation, but following the money, 
examining invoices, verifying stock, 
checking transport routes and identify-
ing the people responsible can expose 
the structure that allows the illegal 
business to operate. In the reported 
case, the FSDA registered six FIRs at 
Aminabad police station in Lucknow as 
part of its July campaign against the 
fake-drug network. Earlier actions 
reportedly included the recovery of 
medicines valued at around 21 lakh 
from an illegal warehouse and cases 
related to unlicensed storage and trans-
portation, followed by further FIRs con-
cerning alleged fake billing. The sixth 
FIR was registered on July 29, under-
lining the fact that the operation was 
continuing rather than ending with a 
single action.

This is the kind of enforcement public health requires. India has 
a vast pharmaceutical market and a complex distribution system. 
That complexity is necessary because medicines must reach mil-

lions of people across cities, towns and villages. But the same 
complexity can create opportunities for criminals if regulation, 

documentation and field-level verification are weak. Fake medi-
cines do not necessarily announce themselves. Packaging can be 
copied. Labels can look convincing. Bills can create an illusion of 

legality. An ordinary patient has neither the expertise nor the 
tools to verify every medicine purchased from a pharmacy. That 

is precisely why the burden of protection cannot be placed on 
consumers alone. It rests with manufacturers, distributors, 

retailers, regulators and law-enforcement agencies. Government 
action becomes particularly important when the alleged fraud 

moves beyond simple counterfeit packaging and enters the 
supply chain itself.The reported investigation also points to 

another serious dimension: fake drug networks may not respect 
state borders. The FSDA's inquiry reportedly extended beyond 
Uttar Pradesh, with leads connected to Rajasthan, while action 

was also reported against an illegal manufacturing facility in 
Dehradun, Uttarakhand. This makes the Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment's strategy more important because a state-level response 
cannot be effective if authorities assume that every part of the 

operation is located within one district or one state.   
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The 
Manufacturing 
Momentum:- 
How Yogi’s Uttar Pradesh Is 
Turning Investment into 
Employment

For decades, Uttar Pradesh was defined 
economically by a paradox. It had 

India’s largest population, a vast con-
sumer market, abundant labour, major 

cities and an enormous base of small 
enterprises, yet it was rarely the first 

state that came to mind when discussing 
large-scale manufacturing and indus-

trial investment. The potential was 
always present, but potential without 
policy, infrastructure, administrative 

capacity and investor confidence 
remains just that: potential. The eco-
nomic direction pursued by the Yogi 

Adityanath government has attempted to 
change this equation by placing indus-

trial growth, investment, manufacturing 
and employment at the centre of the 

state's development strategy. The July 
2026 report highlighting increased 

employment and renewed momentum in 
industrial investment and manufactur-

ing reflects a broader transformation 
that has been underway since 2017. The 
real story is not simply about announc-

ing investment or counting new fac-
tories. It is about whether Uttar Pradesh 

can build an economic ecosystem 
capable of converting its massive pop-
ulation from a demographic challenge 

into a productive strength. Recent indus-
trial data suggests that the state has 

made meaningful progress. Uttar 
Pradesh added around 4,000 new fac-

tories in 2024-25, taking the number of 
operational factories above 27,000, with 

sectors ranging from electronics and tex-
tiles to food processing, defence man-

ufacturing, automobiles, chemicals and 
renewable energy. These factories 

employed more than 12.8 lakh workers, 
while the state's industrial expansion 

has increasingly moved beyond its tradi-
tional centres.

This is where the Yogi government's industrial strategy deserves serious attention. Economic transfor-
mation is not achieved by one mega project or one investment summit. A state becomes a manufactur-
ing destination when several conditions begin working together: land must be available, connectivity 
must improve, power supply must be reliable, law and order must inspire confidence, approvals must 

become easier and businesses must believe that government policy will not suddenly become an 
obstacle. Uttar Pradesh's effort has been to create this larger ecosystem. Expressways and airports 

have been expanded not simply as symbols of modernity but as economic infrastructure. Better roads 
lower logistics costs and connect factories to markets. Industrial corridors can bring manufacturing 

closer to supply chains. Improved connectivity can make regions that were previously considered eco-
nomically peripheral more attractive to investors. The significance of this approach is particularly 

great in a state as geographically and economically diverse as Uttar Pradesh. Development concen-
trated only around Noida and the National Capital Region would never be enough. 
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The government's focus on 
manufacturing also addresses a 
fundamental economic reality: 
Uttar Pradesh cannot create 
enough employment through 
government jobs. This needs to 
be stated plainly. With such a 
large and young population, no 
government recruitment drive, 
however extensive, can absorb 
the state's employment 
demand. Sustainable employ-
ment has to come primarily 
from a growing private econ-
omy. Manufacturing, construc-
tion, logistics, services, technol-
ogy, tourism and millions of 
small enterprises must generate 
opportunities at scale. That is 
why industrial investment 
matters. But investment figures 
should not be confused auto-
matically with jobs. A mem-
orandum of understanding is 
not a factory. A factory is not 
automatically a successful busi-
ness. And a successful business 
does not necessarily generate 
large employment unless it is 
integrated into a wider supply 
chain. The strongest test for the 
Uttar Pradesh government, 
therefore, is conversion. How 
much proposed investment 
reaches implementation? How 
many factories become opera-
tional? How many direct and 
indirect jobs are created? How 
widely do these opportunities 
spread? This is the standard 
against which the state's indus-
trial policy must ultimately be 
judged.The available direction, 
however, is encouraging. Uttar 
Pradesh is no longer presenting 
itself merely as a large market 
where companies can sell pro-
ducts. It is increasingly posi-
tioning itself as a place where 
companies can make them. This 

distinction is strategically 
important. A large population 
creates consumer demand, but 
manufacturing creates produc-
tion capacity, supply chains, 
technical skills and local eco-
nomic activity. When an elec-
tronics plant opens, its impact 
should ideally extend beyond 
the workers directly employed 
on the production line. It can 
generate demand for compo-
nent suppliers, packaging com-
panies, transport operators, 
maintenance services, ware-
houses and local businesses. 
The same multiplier effect 
applies to textiles, food process-
ing, defence production, auto-
mobiles and other industrial 
sectors. A serious manufactur-
ing strategy must therefore 
focus not only on attracting 
headline-grabbing companies 
but also on developing the net-
work of smaller and medium-
sized firms that support 
them.This is where Uttar 
Pradesh's Micro, Small and 
Medium Enterprises sector 
becomes critical. The state can-
not build its economic future 
exclusively around large corpo-
rations. Its real industrial 
strength also lies in its enor-
mous network of small man-
ufacturers, artisans, workshops 
and entrepreneurs. The One 
District One Product approach 
has attempted to give local 
industries greater visibility and 
connect district-level strengths 
with wider markets. The idea is 
economically sensible. Not 
every district needs to become 
an electronics hub or a major 
automobile centre. Economic 
development can be more 
resilient when different 
regions build on their existing 

strengths. Handicrafts, food 
products, textiles, leather 
goods, engineering products 
and other traditional indus-
tries can grow when supported 
by better finance, branding, 
technology, quality standards 
and logistics. But the govern-
ment must remain focused on 
outcomes. Promotion alone 
does not create a competitive 
business. Small enterprises 
need access to capital and 
markets, and they need a reg-
ulatory environment that does 
not punish them for trying to 
grow.The manufacturing push 
is also closely linked to the 
government's larger employ-
ment agenda. Uttar Pradesh's 
workforce is one of its greatest 
advantages, but only if 
workers possess skills that 
match the requirements of 
modern industry. A company 
considering an investment 
does not look only at land and 
tax incentives. It asks whether 
trained technicians are avail-
able, whether supervisors can 
be hired, whether engineers 
and logistics professionals can 
be found and whether the 
local ecosystem can support 
expansion. This makes skill 
development inseparable from 
industrial policy. The state has 
also continued to promote 
self-employment and entre-
preneurship. Under the 
Mukhyamantri Yuva 
Swarojgar Yojana, eligible 
young people can access finan-
cial assistance for setting up 
industrial and service-sector 
enterprises, with the scheme 
designed to encourage entre-
preneurship rather than 
dependence on traditional 
employment alone.
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The Sant Ravidas Strategy 
How Yogi Is Reshaping Uttar Pradesh’s Political Chessboard

It allows direct engagement with specific Dalit communities rather than treating all Dalit voters as one block. ▪
It challenges the traditional political ownership claimed by parties built around caste-based representation. ▪
It combines cultural recognition with the BJP's wider ideological narrative. ▪
It creates opportunities for sustained outreach through events, institutions and community engagement. ▪
It places the opposition under pressure to respond to a political agenda it does not fully control.▪
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Sant Ravidas and the Politics of Social 
RecognitionPolitical outreach built 
around cultural icons is not accidental. 
In a society where identity, history and 
community memory play an important 

role, recognition itself carries political meaning. Sant Ravidas occupies a deeply respected position among his followers, 
particularly within sections of Dalit society. By placing greater political and cultural emphasis on his legacy, the BJP is 
attempting to communicate that Dalit identity and Hindu cultural identity need not exist as separate political categories. 
However, symbolism alone cannot guarantee electoral success. A political party can celebrate an icon, but voters will ulti-
mately judge whether recognition is accompanied by real representation and opportunity. This is where the Yogi govern-
ment's governance record becomes politically relevant. The BJP will seek to connect its social outreach with welfare 
delivery, infrastructure development and its law-and-order narrative. The objective is clear: make social recognition part 
of a larger argument that the government delivers benefits across caste boundaries.For the opposition, this creates a diffi-
cult challenge. If the Sant Ravidas outreach gains traction, the SP cannot simply depend on the mathematical size of the 
PDA coalition. It must prove why different Dalit communities should see their political future within its alliance. The 
competition will therefore move from numerical caste arithmetic to the more complex territory of political trust.

Sant Ravidas and the Politics of Social RecognitionPolitical out-
reach built around cultural icons is not accidental. 

The BJP's strategy, as reflected in the 
reported outreach around Sant 
Ravidas, appears to be based on a 
broader political calculation. The 
objective is not simply to challenge the 
Samajwadi Party's PDA narrative 
with another slogan. It is to break the 
assumption that social identity auto-
matically determines political loyalty. 
This is an important distinction. 
Indian politics has repeatedly shown 
that communities do not vote as per-
manent blocks when political circum-
stances, leadership, welfare benefits, 
aspirations and perceptions of repre-
sentation begin to change. A political 
party that relies only on historical 
social arithmetic can find itself sur-
prised by changing voter behaviour. 
The BJP's larger effort in Uttar 
Pradesh has been to build a coalition 
that combines its traditional support 
base with non-dominant OBC groups, 
sections of Dalit communities, women, 
beneficiaries of welfare schemes and 
voters attracted by the broader 
Hindutva and development narrative. 
Sant Ravidas, whose teachings carry 
deep significance among sections of 
Dalit society, becomes politically 
important in this context because cul-
tural recognition can become a means 
of building social connection. The 
BJP's strategy is therefore not limited 
to electoral mathematics. It attempts 

to combine symbolism, cultural iden-
tity, welfare delivery and political rep-
resentation.This is where the political 
challenge to Akhilesh Yadav's PDA 
formula becomes more serious. PDA 
is, on paper, a powerful idea because 
it seeks to bring together a large sec-
tion of Uttar Pradesh's population 
under a common political umbrella. 
The phrase itself reflects the social 
reality of the state, where backward 
classes, Dalits and minorities together 
represent a substantial share of 
voters. The Samajwadi Party used 
this strategy prominently and gained 
significant electoral ground in the 
2024 Lok Sabha election. But convert-
ing a broad social category into a per-
manent political coalition is far more 
difficult than creating an effective 
campaign slogan. The categories 
within PDA are not politically identi-
cal. Dalits are not a single homoge-
neous voting group. OBC communities 
have different social histories, local 
interests and political preferences. 
Minority voters also respond to 
changing political conditions. The 
fundamental weakness in any broad 
coalition formula is the assumption 
that a shared category will automati-
cally produce a shared political 
choice. The BJP understands this and 
appears to be working precisely on 
these internal differences.˘ 
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The Politics 
of Presence: 
How Yogi Is 
Taking 
Development 
Directly to 
the Districts

As Uttar Pradesh moves steadily towards the 2027 Assembly elec-
tion, Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath appears to be sending a 
clear political and administrative message: governance cannot 
remain confined to Lucknow. A state as large, diverse and politi-
cally significant as Uttar Pradesh cannot be effectively man-
aged only through meetings inside the Secretariat or announce-
ments made from the state capital. Development must be visible 
on the ground, projects must reach districts, officials must be 
answerable for implementation and the Chief Minister himself 
must remain connected with the realities of different regions. 
The recent three-month tour undertaken by Yogi Adityanath 
reflects this approach. According to the report, between April 
and July 2026, the Chief Minister visited 43 districts, including 
repeated visits to several districts, and inaugurated or laid the 
foundation stones for development projects worth around 36,877 
crore. Varanasi was visited four times, while Gorakhpur, 
Prayagraj, Ayodhya, Ghaziabad, Gautam Buddh Nagar and 
Chandauli received two visits each during this period. The 
numbers are politically significant, but the larger story is about 
a governing style built around presence, monitoring and direct 
engagement. Ahead of an election, every political party natural-
ly intensifies its outreach. 
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Uttar Pradesh 2027 
This is the central idea behind 
the politics of presence. Political 
leadership today is judged not 
only by speeches and ideological 
positions but by visibility and 
delivery. Voters increasingly 
expect leaders to demonstrate 
that they understand conditions 
beyond the capital city. A dis-
trict visit provides an opportu-
nity to communicate directly 
with citizens, but it also allows 
the government to display the 
machinery of development in 
action. In a highly competitive 
political environment, that vis-
ibility becomes important. 
Opposition parties can criticise 
a government's claims, but com-
pleted roads, operational facil-
ities and functioning public 
infrastructure are harder to dis-
miss than promises alone. This 
explains why the Yogi govern-
ment's political and develop-
ment strategies are increasingly 
interconnected. Ahead of 2027, 
the administration is not wait-
ing for the election campaign to 
begin before intensifying its 
public engagement. The govern-
ing period itself is being used to 
establish a development narra-
tive district by district.The 
repeated visits to politically and 
culturally important regions are 
also revealing. Varanasi, visited 
four times during the reported 
period, remains significant not 

only because it is one of India's 
most important religious and 
cultural centres but also 
because its transformation has 
become closely associated with 
the broader development narra-
tive of the BJP. Ayodhya repre-
sents another major example 
where faith, infrastructure, 
tourism and urban development 
have become part of a larger 
political story. Gorakhpur has 
obvious importance as Yogi 
Adityanath's political strong-
hold, while Prayagraj continues 
to hold major religious and 
administrative significance. 
Gautam Buddh Nagar and 
Ghaziabad represent the state's 
expanding urban and industrial 
landscape. Chandauli's repeated 
attention points to the govern-
ment's effort to maintain pres-
ence beyond the state's most 
obvious political centres. Taken 
together, these visits show an 
attempt to address Uttar 
Pradesh not as one uniform 
political territory but as a collec-
tion of regions with different 
strategic and developmental 
priorities.There is another 
important aspect to this 
strategy: direct administrative 
pressure. Large state govern-
ments often struggle with the 
distance between policy forma-
tion and last-mile implementa-
tion. 

The opposition will naturally view 
this intensified activity through an 
electoral lens, and that assessment 
is not entirely wrong. With the 
2027 Assembly election approach-
ing, no serious observer should 
pretend that politics is absent from 
these visits. Political leaders do not 
operate in a vacuum, and every 
major government seeks to present 
its record before voters. But there 
is nothing inherently contradictory 
about development and politics. In 
a democracy, governments are 
supposed to be judged politically 
on their performance. The real 
issue is whether public money and 
development projects are produc-
ing genuine long-term benefits or 
merely being used for short-term 
publicity. Uttar Pradesh's voters 
will ultimately make that judge-
ment. If the projects announced 
during this period are completed 
effectively and improve daily life, 
the government's political advan-
tage will rest on more than cam-
paign messaging. If they remain 
delayed or incomplete, the head-
line figures will eventually lose 
their value.For Yogi Adityanath, 
this statewide movement also 
reinforces a key element of his 
political image: a Chief Minister 
who prefers a visible and active 
style of administration. His politi-
cal model has consistently empha-
sised law and order, infrastruc-
ture, investment, welfare delivery 
and direct government monitoring. 

43 Districts, 36,877 Crore and 
the Message of Delivery
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No Teacher Left Behind: How 
a Balanced Exit from the 69
Job Security First, Why Protect

ew recruitment disputes in Uttar Pradesh have carried as much legal, social and 
political weight as the controversy surrounding the recruitment of 69,000 assis-
tant teachers. The case has continued for years, moving through different stages 
of litigation and raising difficult questions about reservation, merit, selection 
rules and the future of thousands of candidates. But the latest affidavit filed by 
the Yogi Adityanath government before the Supreme Court marks an important 
attempt to shift the debate away from a simple winner-versus-loser framework. 
The state government has made its position clear: teachers already appointed 
under the recruitment process should not lose their jobs, while candidates who 
become eligible under the revised merit process should also be given an opportu-
nity for appointment against available vacancies. According to the affidavit 
reported on July 27, 2026, the government told the Supreme Court that the 
appointments of 67,867 teachers recruited in 2020 would remain protected and 
that no currently serving teacher would lose employment because of the ongoing 
dispute. At the same time, the state submitted a revised list involving 8,270 can-
didates who are not presently in service and proposed accommodating newly eli-
gible candidates against available vacant posts.  

This approach deserves attention because the government is dealing with a prob-
lem created by a collision between two legitimate concerns. On one side are can-
didates who believe the recruitment and reservation process did not properly 
account for their merit and legal entitlement. On the other side are thousands of 
teachers who entered service years ago, built their lives around their employ-
ment and continued working in government schools while the legal battle 
unfolded. A mechanical solution that simply removed one group to accommodate 
another could have created another crisis. It would have disrupted the lives of 
serving teachers, affected their families and potentially created instability in the 
school education system. The Yogi government's affidavit appears to seek a dif-
ferent route: correct the process to the extent required by the final judicial out-
come, but do not create fresh injustice while doing so.That distinction is crucial. 
Recruitment disputes are often discussed as if government jobs were pieces on a 
chessboard that can be moved without consequences. They are not. Behind every 
appointment are individuals, families and years of professional life. A teacher 
appointed in 2020 has now spent several years in service.  

F
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w Yogi’s Government Is Seeking 
9,000 Recruitment Dispute
ting 67,867 Teachers Matters

69,000 Teacher Recruitment Case ▪
Yogi Government’s Big Assurance ▪
No Serving Teacher Will Lose Job ▪
67,867 Teachers Already Appointed ▪
Appointments Made in 2020 ▪
Jobs of Serving Teachers Protected ▪
Government Files Affidavit in Supreme ▪

Court 
State Seeks Balanced Legal Solution ▪
Revised Merit Process Under ▪

Consideration 
8,270 Candidates in Revised List ▪
Eligible Candidates May Get Vacancies ▪
No Need for Mass Termination ▪
Focus on Protecting Existing Jobs ▪
Justice for Newly Eligible Candidates ▪
Available Vacancies May Be Used ▪
Government Seeks Win-Win Resolution ▪

Education System Stability a Priority ▪
Teachers Can Continue Their Service ▪
Students Protected From Major Disruption ▪
Years of Legal Uncertainty Near ▪

Resolution 
Recruitment Dispute Began in 2018 ▪
Assistant Teacher Exam Held in 2019 ▪
First Major Appointments Made in 2020 ▪
Case Involved Merit and Reservation ▪

Issues 
Multiple Court Hearings Over the Years ▪
Allahabad High Court Heard the Matter ▪
Supreme Court Now Handling Final Legal ▪

Issues 
State Government Presents Its Stand ▪
Final Decision Will Rest With Supreme ▪

Court 
UP Government Promises Full Compliance ▪

Serving Teachers Get Major Relief ▪
Families of Teachers Get Greater Security ▪
Livelihood Protection Takes Centre Stage ▪
Eligible Candidates’ Claims Not Ignored ▪
Vacancy-Based Appointment Plan ▪

Proposed 
Merit and Employment Protection Together ▪
Correction Without Creating New Victims ▪
A Practical Path to Resolve the Dispute ▪
Government Avoids an All-or-Nothing ▪

Approach 
No Fresh Employment Crisis Intended ▪
Focus on Fair and Lawful Implementation ▪
Transparent Merit Review Remains ▪

Essential 
Category-Wise Rules Must Be Followed ▪
Reservation Framework Will Remain ▪

Important 
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No More Easy Leaks: Bihar’s Big Move to 
Treat Paper Leaks as Organised Crime

For millions of young Indians, a competitive examination is not just another test. It is often the gateway to a government job, 
financial stability and a chance to change the direction of an entire family. That is precisely why paper leaks are among the 
most damaging forms of organised wrongdoing in the education and recruitment system. A leaked question paper does not 
merely compromise one examination. It destroys trust, rewards criminal networks and punishes students who may have spent 
years preparing honestly. Bihar Chief Minister Samrat Choudhary's government has now taken a significant step by deciding 
to treat paper leaks as organised crime, recognising that such offences are no longer isolated acts committed by a single dis-
honest individual but can involve coordinated gangs, technology, financial networks and multiple layers of planning. 
According to the government's decision reported on July 23, 2026, the move is aimed at enabling stronger and more compre-
hensive legal action against networks involved in leaking examination papers and strengthening transparency in recruitment 
and competitive examinations.
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The importance of this decision lies in one basic fact: the nature of the crime has changed. The old image of a paper leak involved 
a question paper somehow reaching a few people before an examination. That understanding is no longer sufficient. Modern 
paper leak operations can involve the collection of confidential material, digital communication, intermediaries, money trans-
fers, networks of candidates and individuals positioned at different stages of the examination process. Once such a crime oper-
ates through coordination and an organised network, treating it merely as an isolated breach can fail to capture the full scale 
of the offence. The Bihar government's decision attempts to address this gap by recognising the organised character of the 
criminal ecosystem behind such cases.This matters because the real victims of a paper leak are often the honest candidates. 
Consider the student who spends two or three years preparing for a competitive examination. They may sacrifice employment 
opportunities, spend money on coaching, travel long distances for exams and organise their entire future around one recruit-
ment cycle. Then a leak occurs. The examination may be cancelled, delayed or dragged into investigation and litigation. 
Months disappear. Sometimes years disappear. The student is forced to begin again while those who manipulated the system 
may attempt to profit from the chaos. This is why paper leaks cannot be dismissed as routine irregularities. They are attacks 
on equal opportunity.The Samrat Choudhary government's move sends an important message: if a criminal network treats an 
examination as a business opportunity, the state should treat the network as a serious organised criminal enterprise. The objec-
tive should not be limited to catching one person carrying a leaked paper or identifying one candidate who purchased it. 
Investigators must be able to follow the entire chain. Where did the leak originate? Who had access to the confidential mate-
rial? Who transmitted it? Who financed the operation? Who distributed it? Who purchased it? Who helped the network avoid 
detection? A serious response requires investigation of the ecosystem rather than simply the final visible link in the chain.
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Dignity Delivered: Bihar’s 
1,423.94 Crore Pension 
Transfer Reaches 97.84 
Lakh Beneficiaries
FOR A GOVERNMENT, THE REAL VALUE OF A WELFARE SCHEME IS NOT MEAS-

URED BY THE SIZE OF THE ANNOUNCEMENT BUT BY WHETHER THE MONEY 
ACTUALLY REACHES THE PEOPLE WHO DEPEND ON IT. BIHAR CHIEF 
MINISTER SAMRAT CHOUDHARY’S TRANSFER OF 1,423.94 CRORE 
DIRECTLY INTO THE BANK ACCOUNTS OF 97.84 LAKH SOCIAL SECURITY 
PENSION BENEFICIARIES IS SIGNIFICANT PRECISELY BECAUSE OF ITS SCALE 
AND DELIVERY MECHANISM. ON JULY 10, 2026, THE BIHAR GOVERNMENT 
USED DIRECT BENEFIT TRANSFER, OR DBT, TO MOVE PENSION ASSIS-
TANCE TO BENEFICIARIES ACROSS THE STATE, COVERING ELDERLY CITIZENS, 
WIDOWS, PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES AND OTHER ELIGIBLE RECIPIENTS 
UNDER SOCIAL SECURITY SCHEMES. THE GOVERNMENT HAS ALSO LINKED 
THE PAYMENT SYSTEM TO A FIXED MONTHLY SCHEDULE, WITH THE 10TH 
OF EVERY MONTH DESIGNATED AS BIHAR PENSION DAY, CREATING A MORE 
PREDICTABLE STRUCTURE FOR PENSION DELIVERY.THE NUMBERS ALONE 
ARE SUBSTANTIAL. NEARLY 98 LAKH BENEFICIARIES AND MORE THAN 
1,423 CRORE TRANSFERRED IN A SINGLE EXERCISE REPRESENT ONE OF 
THE LARGEST DIRECT WELFARE DELIVERY OPERATIONS IN THE STATE. BUT 
THE BIGGER STORY IS NOT SIMPLY ABOUT THE AMOUNT. IT IS ABOUT THE 
ATTEMPT TO MAKE SOCIAL SECURITY MORE REGULAR, PREDICTABLE AND 
ACCESSIBLE. FOR AN ELDERLY PERSON WITHOUT A STABLE INCOME, A 
WIDOW MANAGING HOUSEHOLD EXPENSES OR A PERSON WITH DISABILITIES 
FACING LIMITED EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES, A MONTHLY PENSION IS 
NOT A SYMBOLIC GOVERNMENT BENEFIT. IT CAN BE PART OF THE MONEY 
USED FOR MEDICINES, FOOD, TRANSPORT AND OTHER BASIC NEEDS. THAT 
IS WHY CONSISTENCY MATTERS ALMOST AS MUCH AS THE AMOUNT ITSELF.
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The Bihar government has said that 
eligible social security pension bene-
ficiaries are to receive 1,100 per 
month and that payments will be 
made through DBT by the 10th of 
every month. The June 2026 transfer 
reported by official and media 
sources reached 97.84 lakh benefici-
aries, while the government has also 
directed officials to identify eligible 
people who remain outside the pen-
sion system and help them enrol.This 
is where the policy deserves serious 
attention. Welfare systems often 
suffer from two opposite problems. In 
one case, governments announce 
benefits but struggle to deliver them 
efficiently. In the other, the system 
becomes so bureaucratic that the 
people most in need find it difficult to 

access assistance. A direct bank 
transfer model is designed to reduce 
some of these problems by moving 
the money directly into the beneficia-
ry's account. The success of such a 
model, however, depends on several 
things working properly at the same 
time: accurate beneficiary records, 
bank accounts, Aadhaar linkage 
where required, reliable verification 
and a functioning system for resolv-
ing payment failures.Bihar’s move 
towards a fixed pension payment date 
is therefore important. A beneficiary 
should not have to wonder every 
month when the money will arrive. 
Predictability creates financial secu-
rity even when the amount itself is 
modest. A family can plan around a 
known date. Medicines can be pur-

chased. Household expenses can be 
organised. Small but regular income 
can be managed more effectively 
than an uncertain payment that 
arrives late.The decision to observe 
the 10th of every month as Bihar 
Pension Day is an attempt to institu-
tionalise that predictability. 
According to reports, the Chief 
Minister said pension distribution 
should be time-bound and transpar-
ent, while district and block-level 
officials were asked to identify eligi-
ble people who may have been 
excluded from social security 
schemes.That focus on inclusion is 
critical. A welfare programme cannot 
be called successful merely because 
it transfers money to existing benefi-
ciaries.  



For millions of young Indians, a com-
petitive examination is not merely a 
test. It is often the most important 
gateway to employment, economic 
independence and social mobility. A 
student may spend years preparing 
for a government recruitment exami-
nation or an entrance test, while fam-
ilies invest their savings in coaching, 
accommodation, books and repeated 
attempts. When a paper is leaked, the 
damage goes far beyond one can-
celled examination. It attacks the 
basic principle that hard work and 
merit should determine success. 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi's 
announcement on July 23, 2026, that 
fast-track courts will be set up to 
ensure swift and stringent punish-

ment in paper leak cases is therefore 
a significant intervention. The Prime 
Minister said the welfare and future 
of young people were a top priority 
and directed the concerned 
authorities to take the necessary 
steps for the establishment of fast-
track courts. He also made it clear 
that those who try to harm the future 
of the country's youth will not be 
spared.The significance of this deci-
sion lies in one simple reality: justice 
delayed in a paper leak case can 
become justice diluted for students. 
Traditional criminal proceedings can 
take time. Investigations may be 
lengthy, charges may take time to 
reach court and trials can continue 
for years. Meanwhile, students who 

were directly affected by the crime 
are forced to move on with uncer-
tainty. They may have to prepare 
again, wait for a re-examination or 
watch their recruitment process 
become entangled in legal disputes. 
The alleged offenders, on the other 
hand, may remain part of a wider 
criminal network unless the justice 
system acts quickly and effectively. 
Fast-track courts are intended to 
address this gap by giving such cases 
a mechanism for quicker judicial res-
olution and ensuring that serious 
examination-related crimes receive 
focused attention.Uttarakhand Chief 
Minister Pushkar Singh Dhami wel-
comed the Prime Minister's decision, 
describing it as a major step towards 
protecting the future of millions of 
students. He said faster resolution 
could help curb organised crimes 
such as paper leaks, ensure strict 
punishment for those responsible and 
strengthen the transparency and 
credibility of examinations. That 
assessment goes to the heart of the 
issue. Paper leaks are increasingly 
viewed not simply as isolated acts of 
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FAST-TRACK 
JUSTICE FOR PAPER 
LEAKS: A 
STRONGER SHIELD 
FOR INDIA’S 
STUDENTS...............
From Announcement to Action, 

India Now Needs a Complete 
Anti-Paper Leak System
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cheating but as potential organised 
criminal operations involving access 
to confidential material, intermedi-
aries, money, technology and net-
works capable of reaching large 
numbers of candidates. A serious 
crime operating through a network 
requires more than routine adminis-
trative action after the damage has 
already been done. It requires inves-
tigation, prosecution and punishment 
that are equally serious.The govern-
ment is right to treat the future of stu-
dents as a matter requiring stronger 
institutional protection. The honest 
candidate has no control over the 
security chain behind an examina-
tion. A student can study for twelve 
hours a day, sacrifice social life, 
spend money on preparation and fol-
low every rule. But that student can-
not control who accesses the question 
paper, whether digital systems are 
secure, whether confidential material 
is handled properly or whether a 
criminal network has infiltrated 
some part of the process. That 
responsibility belongs to the institu-
tions conducting the examination 

and, ultimately, to the state. A student 
who has prepared honestly may lose 
months or even years because an 
examination has to be cancelled or 
investigated. Candidates approaching 
an age limit can face additional pres-
sure. Families may have to continue 
supporting an unemployed aspirant. 
Someone who could have entered a 
job market earlier may remain stuck 
in another cycle of preparation. The 
consequences are not theoretical. 
They directly affect real lives. 

The decision to establish fast-track 
courts therefore sends an important 
message that the legal response to 
paper leaks must match the serious-
ness of the harm caused. The Prime 
Minister specifically said the purpose 
was to ensure swift and stringent 
punishment and safeguard the inter-
ests of students. The announcement 
is part of a broader effort by the gov-
ernment to strengthen the response to 
examination-related wrongdoing. 

Uttarakhand Chief Minister Pushkar 
Singh Dhami welcomed the Prime 
Minister's decision, describing it as 

a major step towards protecting the 
future of millions of students. He 
said faster resolution could help 
curb organised crimes such as 
paper leaks, ensure strict punish-
ment for those responsible and 
strengthen the transparency and 
credibility of examinations. That 
assessment goes to the heart of the 
issue. Paper leaks are increasingly 
viewed not simply as isolated acts of 
cheating but as potential organised 
criminal operations involving 
access to confidential material, 
intermediaries, money, technology 
and networks capable of reaching 
large numbers of candidates. A 
serious crime operating through a 
network requires more than routine 
administrative action after the 
damage has already been done. It 
requires investigation, prosecution 
and punishment that are equally 
serious.The government is right to 
treat the future of students as a 
matter requiring stronger institu-
tional protection. The honest candi-
date has no control over the security 
chain behind an examination. 



Yogi Adityanath Targ
Kanwar Yatra, Defen

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath launched a sharp political attack on the Samajwadi 
Party (SP) and the Congress during a public meeting in Ghaziabad, accusing the opposition of 

being uncomfortable with the growing participation of Lord Shiva's devotees during the annual 
Kanwar Yatra. Referring to previous incidents of violence and bomb blasts linked to the pilgrim-
age, Yogi alleged that those who had once "made bombs" to target Shiva devotees were now trou-
bled by the sight of saffron-clad pilgrims peacefully undertaking their religious journey.In a sym-
bolic gesture, the Chief Minister pointed to his own saffron kurta while addressing the gathering 

and remarked that some political parties had a problem even with the colour saffron. He said saf-
fron represents sacrifice, spirituality, service, and India's cultural heritage, and questioned why 

anyone should object to a colour deeply associated with saints, temples, and Lord Shiva.  

KANWAR YATRA 
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gets Opposition Over 
nds Saffron Identity

The remarks came during Yogi 
Adityanath's visit to Ghaziabad, where 

he unveiled the statue of former min-
ister Rajpal Tyagi and inaugurated 

several development projects ahead of 
the Kanwar Yatra. Security arrange-
ments across the district had already 

been intensified because lakhs of 
Kanwariyas are expected to pass 

through Ghaziabad and neighbouring 
districts during the annual pilgrim-

age.Highlighting his government's 
preparations for the Kanwar Yatra, 

the Chief Minister said extensive 
arrangements had been made to 

ensure the safety and convenience of 
pilgrims. He claimed that Uttar 

Pradesh now provides a secure envi-
ronment where religious processions 

can take place peacefully, contrasting 
it with what he described as previous 

governments' inability to maintain 
law and order. He also reiterated his 

administration's tough stance against 
crime, declaring that those attempting 

to disturb public peace would face 
strict legal action.Yogi also used the 

occasion to criticise the opposition over 
broader political issues, accusing the 

Congress and the Samajwadi Party of 
practising appeasement politics and 

failing to preserve India's cultural and 
historical heritage. He argued that his 

government has focused on develop-
ment alongside cultural revival, pre-

senting both as complementary 
aspects of governance. These remarks 

are consistent with speeches he has 
delivered at other public events in 

recent days, where he linked infras-
tructure development with the protec-

tion of India's civilisational 
identity.The opposition, however, 

rejected the Chief Minister's state-
ments, arguing that such rhetoric 

diverts attention from pressing issues 
such as unemployment, inflation, edu-

cation, and pending recruitment. 
Opposition leaders maintained that 

governance should focus primarily on 
economic development and public 

services rather than political polarisa-
tion.Political observers view Yogi 

Adityanath's Ghaziabad speech as 
part of the Bharatiya Janata Party's 
broader outreach ahead of the Uttar 

Pradesh Assembly elections. By com-
bining references to religious identity, 
law and order, and development proj-

ects, the BJP seeks to reinforce its sup-
port among core voters while project-

ing an image of strong governance. 
Whether this strategy translates into 

electoral gains will become clearer as 
campaigning gathers pace in the 

months leading up to the state polls.
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"Now or Never" 
 Students Defy Delhi Restrictions to March 

Towards Parliament

The streets of New Delhi witnessed one of the largest youth-led demonstrations in recent years as thousands of students and 
young protesters gathered despite heavy security restrictions, determined to march towards Parliament. Their slogan, "Now or 
Never," reflected growing frustration over examination irregularities, unemployment, and what many participants described as 

shrinking democratic space for peaceful protest.  
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The immediate trigger for the protest was the forcible 
removal of activist Sonam Wangchuk from an indefinite 
hunger strike at Delhi's Jantar Mantar. Wangchuk had 
been supporting demands for accountability in the educa-
tion sector while also backing student-led calls for reforms. 
His removal by police intensified public anger, prompting 
organisers to announce a march towards Parliament on the 
opening day of the Monsoon Session.At the centre of the 
movement is a youth-led campaign popularly associated 
with the Cockroach Janta Party (CJP), a satirical political 
initiative that transformed into a broader protest platform. 
The movement originally focused on alleged examination 
paper leaks, repeated cancellation of competitive examina-
tions, and demands for the resignation of Union Education 
Minister Dharmendra Pradhan. Following Wangchuk's 
removal, sections of the movement expanded their 
demands and adopted a more confrontational political 
tone.Delhi Police imposed extensive security arrangements 
across central Delhi before the proposed march. Barricades 
were erected at multiple locations leading to Parliament, 
restrictions were placed on public gatherings, and security 
personnel were deployed in large numbers. As protesters 
attempted to move forward, clashes were reported in some 
areas, with police using crowd-control measures to prevent 
marchers from reaching the Parliament complex.Despite 
these restrictions, thousands of young people continued 
gathering throughout the day. Many protesters carried the 
national flag and placards demanding transparency in 
recruitment examinations, protection of democratic rights, 
and greater accountability from public institutions. Student 
groups described the march as a fight for the future of 
India's youth rather than a movement limited to examina-
tion reforms.The protest has also highlighted the growing 
political engagement of Generation Z. Unlike traditional 
student movements organised around university campuses, 
this mobilisation drew participants through digital net-
works and social media campaigns. Organisers used online 
platforms to coordinate travel, share updates, and encour-
age peaceful participation, demonstrating how technology 
is reshaping political mobilisation in 

India. 
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Heavy Security
As thousands of students prepared to 
march towards Parliament, the 
national capital witnessed one of its 
largest security deployments in 
recent months. Anticipating large 
crowds and possible attempts to 
reach high-security government 
zones, Delhi Police implemented 
extensive security measures across 
central Delhi. Roads leading to 
Parliament House, Vijay Chowk, and 
other sensitive areas were heavily 
barricaded, while additional police 
personnel, rapid action units, and 
traffic officials were deployed to 
maintain order.Security arrange-
ments began early in the morning, 
with checkpoints established at sev-
eral Metro stations and major inter-
sections. Commuters entering central 
Delhi experienced increased security 
screening, while vehicles approach-
ing the Parliament complex were 
subjected to thorough inspections. 
Authorities also issued traffic advi-
sories, warning residents about 
diversions and temporary road clo-
sures in parts of the capital.As pro-
testers gathered at different loca-
tions, police officers attempted to pre-
vent groups from moving towards 
Parliament. Metal barricades were 
installed at multiple points, creating 
several layers of security around 
government buildings. In some 
areas, protesters sat on the roads, 
raised slogans, and displayed 
banners demanding education 
reforms, transparency in recruit-
ment, and protection of democratic 
rights. While many demonstrations 
remained peaceful, tense moments 
were reported when some groups 
attempted to cross police barricades.
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y Across Delhi
Videos and photographs circulating 

on social media showed long lines of 
police personnel facing groups of stu-

dents carrying the Indian national 
flag and placards. The visual contrast 

between peaceful demonstrators and 
heavy security arrangements quickly 
became one of the defining images of 

the protest. Several student leaders 
accused authorities of restricting dem-

ocratic expression, while officials 
maintained that Parliament is a high-

security zone requiring strict crowd 
control during the Monsoon 

Session.Delhi Police stated that the 
restrictions were implemented purely 

as a precautionary measure to ensure 
public safety and prevent any disrup-

tion to parliamentary proceedings. 
Officials emphasised that maintaining 

law and order was their primary 
responsibility and that security meas-

ures were based on intelligence 
assessments and standard operating 

procedures followed during large pub-
lic demonstrations near sensitive gov-

ernment institutions.Despite the 
restrictions, student groups continued 

gathering at multiple points across 
the city throughout the day. Many 

protesters insisted that their march 
was intended to remain peaceful and 

that their objective was to deliver 
their demands directly to elected rep-

resentatives. Organisers urged partic-
ipants to avoid violence and cooperate 

with authorities while continuing to 
press for education reforms and insti-

tutional accountability.The heavy 
security deployment highlighted the 

delicate balance between ensuring 
public safety and protecting the demo-

cratic right to peaceful protest.  
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The Government's Response
The student march quickly became a matter of 
national attention, prompting responses from 
government authorities, law enforcement 
agencies, and political leaders. While student 
organisations described the demonstrations as 
a peaceful expression of democratic rights, the 
government maintained that public safety and 
the security of Parliament had to remain the 
highest priority during the Monsoon 
Session.Delhi Police defended the extensive 
security arrangements, stating that Parliament 
House and its surrounding areas are desig-
nated high-security zones where large public 
gatherings are strictly regulated. Officials 
explained that intelligence inputs and the pos-
sibility of large crowds required preventive 
measures, including barricading roads, 
deploying additional personnel, and restricting 
access to sensitive locations. According to the 
police, these steps were taken to prevent any 
disruption to parliamentary proceedings and 

to ensure the safety of both protesters and the 
general public.Authorities also addressed 
questions surrounding the detention of activist 
Sonam Wangchuk. Police officials maintained 
that the action was carried out in accordance 
with legal procedures and existing restrictions 
on public assemblies in the capital. They 
rejected allegations that the detention was 
intended to suppress dissent, arguing instead 
that it was a preventive measure aimed at 
maintaining law and order.The Union 
Government, while acknowledging concerns 
raised by students regarding examination sys-
tems and recruitment processes, reiterated its 
commitment to improving transparency and 
efficiency in public examinations. Government 
representatives pointed to recent reforms 
designed to strengthen examination security, 
adopt digital monitoring systems, and intro-
duce stricter legal action against individuals 
involved in paper leaks and recruitment fraud. 
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The protest also triggered sharp political reactions. 
Opposition parties criticised the government's han-
dling of the demonstrations, accusing authorities of 

placing unnecessary restrictions on peaceful pro-
testers and failing to adequately address the concerns 
of students and job aspirants. They argued that issues 

such as examination irregularities, unemployment, 
and delays in recruitment required urgent policy 

attention rather than a law-and-order 
approach.Supporters of the government, however, 

defended the security measures, stating that every 
democratic nation imposes restrictions around key 

government institutions during important parliamen-
tary sessions. They argued that while peaceful protest 

is a constitutional right, it must be exercised within 
the framework of existing laws and without compro-

mising national security or disrupting parliamentary  
functioning. 

Political analysts believe the government's response 
reflects the challenge of balancing two equally impor-

tant responsibilities: protecting democratic freedoms 
while ensuring security around vital national institu-

tions. Managing large-scale protests in the capital 
often requires difficult decisions, especially when 

demonstrations coincide with major legislative ses-
sions.As the debate continued across television chan-

nels, newspapers, and social media, the incident 
evolved beyond a single day's protest. It became part 

of a broader national conversation on youth participa-
tion, democratic rights, governance, and institutional 

accountability. Whether the government introduces 
further reforms in response to these concerns remains 

to be seen, but the events have already highlighted 
the importance of constructive dialogue between poli-

cymakers and India's younger generation. 
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P M  M o d i ' s 
'The Future of Our Youth Will Not Be Compromised'

 nationwide protests over 
examination paper leaks and 
student recruitment gathered 
momentum, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi broke his 
silence and assured the coun-
try's youth that the government 
would take decisive action 
against those responsible. 
Acknowledging the seriousness 
of the issue, the Prime Minister 
described paper leaks as a "ghor 
paap" (grave sin) and said that 
no one would be allowed to play 
with the future of India's stu-
dents.Addressing NDA parlia-
mentarians ahead of the 
Monsoon Session, Modi 
reportedly instructed party law-
makers to reach out to students, 
listen to their concerns, and 
reassure them that the govern-
ment was committed to protect-
ing their interests. He empha-
sised that examination integrity 
was not a political issue but a 
national responsibility affecting 
millions of families across the 
country.The Prime Minister 
stated that strict legal action 
would be taken against every 

individual involved in paper 
leaks, regardless of their posi-
tion or influence. He reiterated 
that organised cheating net-
works and those attempting to 
manipulate recruitment exami-
nations would face severe pun-
ishment under the law. 
According to the government, 
several arrests have already 
been made in connection with 
paper leak investigations, and 
agencies have been directed to 
intensify their efforts against 
such criminal networks.Modi 
also highlighted the govern-
ment's efforts to strengthen 
examination systems through 
improved security measures, 
technological safeguards, and 
stricter legislation. He said 
reforms were being introduced 
to make competitive examina-
tions more secure, transparent, 
and resistant to organised mal-
practice. The objective, accord-
ing to the government, is to 
restore confidence among stu-
dents while ensuring that merit 
remains the basis for recruit-
ment and admissions. 

As
Despite these assurances, many 

student organisations argued 
that the statement came only 
after weeks of nationwide pro-
tests and sustained public 
pressure. Protest leaders wel-
comed the Prime Minister's 
acknowledgement of the issue 
but maintained that assur-
ances alone would not be suf-
ficient. They called for visible 
action, including faster inves-
tigations, timely recruitment, 
institutional reforms, and 
accountability for repeated 
examination failures. Some 
groups also continued to 
demand the resignation of 
Union Education Minister 
Dharmendra Pradhan, argu-
ing that leadership respon-
sibility must accompany 
administrative reforms. 
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s  A s s u r a n c e  

Whether these assurances ultimately satisfy students will depend on what follows. If investigations are com-
pleted swiftly, those responsible are punished, examinations remain secure, and recruitment processes become 
more transparent, the government's promises may help rebuild confidence. If recurring irregularities continue 
despite these commitments, demands for deeper institutional reforms and greater accountability are likely to 

persist. As the debate continues, one point commands broad agreement across the political spectrum: the 
future of India's youth cannot be compromised by examination fraud, administrative failures, or delays in 

delivering justice.
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PM Modi's Three-Nation Diplomatic Mission 
Strengthens India's Indo-Pacific Strategy 

N a r e n d r a  M o d i ' s  s i x - d a y  v i s i t  
Prime Minister Narendra Modi's six-day visit to Indonesia, 
Australia and New Zealand marked one of India's most significant 
diplomatic engagements in the Indo-Pacific region in recent years. 
The tour, undertaken from 6 to 11 July 2026, focused on expanding 
strategic partnerships, strengthening defence cooperation, boosting 
trade and investment, securing critical mineral supplies and rein-
forcing India's growing influence across the Indo-Pacific. The visit 
also carried historic importance as it included the first bilateral visit 
by an Indian Prime Minister to New Zealand in four decades. 
Throughout the tour, Modi held high-level meetings with 
Indonesian President Prabowo Subianto, Australian Prime Minister 
Anthony Albanese and New Zealand Prime Minister Christopher 
Luxon, resulting in several major agreements across defence, 
energy, technology, education and economic cooperation. In 
Indonesia, the highlight of the visit was the agreement for the pur-
chase of India's BrahMos supersonic cruise missile, making 
Indonesia the second Southeast Asian country after the Philippines 
to acquire the advanced missile system. The two countries also 
agreed to deepen naval cooperation, strengthen maritime security 
in the Indo-Pacific, expand coast guard coordination and enhance 
collaboration in semiconductors, digital technology, healthcare, 
agriculture and renewable energy. Both leaders reaffirmed their 
commitment to maintaining a free, open and rules-based Indo-
Pacific while strengthening resilient supply chains and increasing 
bilateral investment. During the Australia leg of the tour, PM Modi 
and Prime Minister Anthony Albanese reviewed the Comprehensive 
Strategic Partnership and announced a series of initiatives covering 
defence, cyber security, artificial intelligence, critical minerals and 
clean energy. A major outcome was the implementation of 
Australia's uranium export agreement with India, ensuring long-
term fuel supplies for India's rapidly expanding civilian nuclear 
energy programme. 
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PM Modi's 
Indonesia, 
Australia and New 
Zealand Tour

Prime Minister Narendra Modi's six-
day visit to Indonesia, Australia 
and New Zealand from 6 to 11 July 
2026 emerged as one of India's 
most significant diplomatic engage-
ments in the Indo-Pacific region. 
The three-nation tour focused on 
expanding defence cooperation, 
strengthening trade and invest-
ment, securing critical mineral 
supplies, enhancing maritime secu-
rity and deepening people-to-people 
ties. It also marked the first visit by 
an Indian Prime Minister to New 
Zealand in 40 years, highlighting 
India's growing strategic focus on 
the Pacific region under its Act 
East Policy. 

Indonesia: Defence and Maritime 
Cooperation Reach a New LevelThe 
first leg of the visit took PM Modi to 
Jakarta, where he held extensive 
talks with Indonesian President 
Prabowo Subianto. The leaders 
reaffirmed their Comprehensive 
Strategic Partnership and signed 
several agreements covering 
defence, maritime security, digital 
technology, agriculture, education 
and healthcare.The biggest out-
come was Indonesia's decision to 
procure the BrahMos supersonic 
cruise missile, making it the second 
Southeast Asian nation after the 
Philippines to acquire India's flag-
ship missile system. The agreement 
represents one of India's most 
important defence exports and 
strengthens Indonesia's maritime 
deterrence in the strategically 
important Indo-Pacific region.  
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‘Batwara 1947’ Public Review: A Big Story, Big 
Expectations, But a Quiet Response in Theatres

Sunny Deol’s much-anticipated period 
drama ‘Batwara 1947’, set against 
the traumatic backdrop of the 
Partition, arrived with the weight of 
history, a major star cast and high 
expectations. Yet the public response 
has been noticeably mixed, with 
reports of a relatively quiet 
atmosphere in several cinema halls 
and many viewers saying that the 
film's emotional core did not connect 
with them as strongly as expected. 
The film's broader theatrical per-
formance has also remained under 
pressure, with recent box-office 
reports showing it struggling to 
approach the ₹40 crore India net 
mark after its second weekend.The 
response is particularly striking 
because the film had several factors 

working in its favour. It stars Sunny 
Deol in a Partition-era story, marks 
his reunion with director Rajkumar 
Santoshi after decades, and carries a 
subject that naturally offers enor-
mous scope for human drama, dis-
placement, loss and emotion. Sunny 
himself had urged audiences to 
approach the film with an open 
mind, stressing that the story was 
about people and human experiences 
rather than politics.But cinema does 
not reward intention alone.A power-
ful subject does not automatically 
create a powerful film. The audience 
has to feel the pain, understand the 
characters and remain emotionally 
invested from beginning to end. That 
appears to be where ‘Batwara 1947’ 
has faced its biggest challenge. 

While some viewers and early reac-
tions praised the performances, 
especially Sunny Deol's intensity 
and emotional vulnerability, other 
public reactions suggested that the 
film's story and emotional impact 
did not land with enough force.The 
contradiction in the film's reception 
is impossible to ignore. Some early 
audience reports were strongly posi-
tive, with viewers calling it enter-
taining and emotionally effective, 
while later reports and box-office 
trends have pointed to weaker sus-
tained interest. This suggests that 
the film may have generated curios-
ity and discussion but failed to build 
the strong word-of-mouth momen-
tum needed for a major theatrical 
run.






